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No Openings in New York This Week 


Drema critics are recovering from the beatings they suffered last week at the 
hends of the playwrights. Two plays opened, two plays were panned. The first closed 
in two performances, the second will probably last five. Coleman, Mirror, hinted 
thet it might have been "Punish the Critics" weeke Hawkins, World Telegram and Sun, 
realizing that the two plays showed the sordid side of love, was convinced it was a 
better week for infidelity than for audiences and first nighterse . 


Daily Reviewers Look At the New Plays 
’ . Gry of the Peacock-Mensfield, 4/11/50-4/12/50. Costumes and scenery by Cecil 


Beaton received the only kind words from a group of indignant drama critics, who no= 
Minated Cecil Robson's adaptation of Jean Anoulih's play as worst of the seasons 
Atkinson, Times, laid the bleme on-the adepter, he thought the play probably wasn’t 
&s bad as the poor translation seemed. Players and director were accused by several 
critics of. not knowing what they were doing, while others commented on the mixture of 
French accents in evidences Pach critic had his own idea what the “Cry" really was. 
Cooke, Wall Street Journal, was convinced it was actually the crowings of 4@ wild tur- 
key. Oscar Karlweis came off with slightly less bruises than fellow players Lilli 
Derves and Raymond Lovell. 


With A Silk Thread-Lyceum, 4/12/50. Plot and quotes borrowed from Sheets 
Candida seemed to form the base of the new Blsa Shalley play, produced by husband 
Trving Kaye Davis. Wetts, Post, thcught Cry of the Peacock was a fairly respectable 
piece in comparison. Carole Mathews, not the leads Claire Luce or Phillip Huston, 
received credit for best acting. Barnes, Tribune, felt that the play wae written by 
@ novice with @ meat axe, not by an experienced playwright. Garland, Journal Ameri- 
can, admits he is a close friend of the author=director, but he still didn't know 
what it was aboute Sheaffer, Eagle, hopes Hollywood will take "it" away. 


Shows That -Closed 


Now I lay Me Down to Sleep=-Broadhurst, 3/2/50-4/8/50. Flaine Ryan's adaptation 
of the Bemelmans book, starring Frederic March and Florence Eldridge was withdrawn 
after 44 performanceseby producers mney: Stern and George Nichols, III. While there 
were slightly more “con” reviews, than “pro” in the 30 critics rated, many felt the 
show had touches of pure Bemelmans which made it priceless. The Merches may fill in 


for the Lunts in. ] Know My love. 


Magazine Critics View the Shows 


The Consul-Barrymore, 3/15/50. Chalk up one "so-80" review from Clurman, New 
Republic, and one "con" review from Phelan, Commonweal, for Gien-Carlo Menctti's mu- 
sical drama", Clurman.admits the work is popular and that it has succeeded in its 
purpose of bringing the opera to Broadwaye But he feels the music is inferior to its 
models, the play is rather primitive in. construction and writing. It is also uncer- 
tain in its construction. Phelen condemned it for being “musical melodrama", she 
wished Menotti would take himself and his telents seriously. The half of the play 
that doesn't edge toward Freud is wonderful, but the other half ruins the evening. 


News & Notes 


The sets for Wolcott Gibbe* Season in the Sun will be designed by Boris Aronson. 
The New Yorker critic's play is to be produced September 28 by Courtney Burre Hume 
Cronyn may do the staging...Three day symposium on drama was held in New York by 


visiting University of Miami students. Top theatre leaders spoke to theme 
es 1950 by Tells Kraus, Bditor 505 Fifth Avenue, NeYe 17 $10 Yearly 
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* {Interview Round-Up 


HELEN HAYESeeo"I may have reached the end of my acting cereer", is the shocker the 
star of The Wisteria Trees threw at \/ilson, Post. With the good noticos reeciv- 
ed she thinks this may be a good time to quit. Actually her pleno tentatively 
cell for her to appear in one play a yeoer for the bone*it of tho Mary McArthur 
Fund for respirator polio cases, The rest of the time she would like to devote 
to helping young people in the theatre, 


CLAIRE LUCEss Theatre star or NO» Pollock, Qmpass, discovered it was slightly diffi- 
cult to tako the coestar of With A Silk Thread to one of the dining rooms of the 
Waldorf-Astoria because of her ost Welsh dog. The dog and the star both became 
More serious after living through the Irglish blitz. The Compass critic was en- 
chanted that the actress should thank him for the nice things he has said about 
her in the paste A annem and unaffecting girl was his conclusione 


CAROL CHANNING eecHome life of the hit of Gentlemen Pre Prefer Biondes seemed equally as 
interesting as her, stage doings to Tex end Jinx, Heradd Ty “ibunes The girl does 
not own any diamonds. She becomes frustreted when her husband, Alexander Carson 
football pleyer and private eye, refuses to tell her about his casese 


PATRICIA NEWAYeosA well-balanced dramatic sopreno is how the New Yorker Talk of the 
Town reporter rates the lead of The Consule Part of her savings is going for 
the founding of a smill, progressives opere company thet will commission works 
from young composers and stress good singing, good acting end simple staginge 
To conserve energy the week before the opening, she didn't speak at alls She 
and her husband went to the theatre weeny night, wrote critical notes during the 
int ermissionse 


RAY BOLGEReecWhere's Charley's dancing star keeps fit by getting a massage daily at 
the Yeldorf-Antorda. Wilson, Post, learned this the hard waye Instead of have 
ing the usual lunch interview, Bolger invited the Saloon Editor to join hime It 
m.y relux Bolcer and be responsible for his good health, but Wilson didn't seem 
too havpy &beut being messagede Bolger*s show turned into the hit of the Faster 
wee: vucation with the school kidse Tickets were more in demand than South 
Pacific ducatse 


' The Green Room 


REVIVE WPA?.esThere is every bit as much economic and artistic: reason. for reviving 
the Federal Theatre as there was during the WPA suggests Murray Kempton, Poste 
Citing the Actors Houity employment figures, the lebor columnist is convinced 
the Federal Government should follow the lead of the British who last year spent 
$1,700,000 on an arts programe 


IDEA OF THE WEEK» central fund from which worth-while plays could 


draw financing is a.vital necessity for Broadway, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, director 


and co-star of Caesar and Cleopatra told Kahn, Variety. A fund of $250,000 
would put on four or five plays the commercial managers wouldn't think of produce 
inge The money would be raised in $1000 sums from theatre~minded pe ples 


RUMORSeeeA group of ticket brokers are writing a ‘letter of complaint to the NYC authoe- 
rities about the practices of their soecalled “blood bank" colleagues, the elite 
menbers of the profession, whispers Kilgallen, Journal~Amsrican. She also hears 
that Tennessee Williams new pley Rose Tattoo makes ‘A Sirestcar Named Desire seem 
Sunday Schoolishe 
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Way ‘of ‘the World, Quarerehe classic, was revived by Laughing Stock Company at 
the Master Institute Theatre. "Hye", Times, thought the pley was way above the ac- 
tors headse+eShow Boat turned up st Mwillbum, NeJe, Paper Mill Playhouse and Garland, 
JournaleAmerican, thinks the show will be- okay after a few more rehearsals and after 
a few of the cast lose their colds...Anna Sophie Hedwig, @ Danish play and Shaw's 
The Showing Up of Bianco Posnet,: were presented with distinction by the Neighborhood 
Playhouse School, commented ed Hawkins, WT&Se5.Two more Shaw plays, Village wooing and 
The Thing He poens were presented by the Crosstown Players et the 23rd Street YMCA- 
McDonald, Billboard, considered the production “meager”. from all aspects; financial, 
Qcting and directorial. He suggested that the group build itself up before playing 


Bill piltbeard, won first prize in second annus] art exhibition of. NeYo 
Newspaper Guilds. Katherine Hepburn. and Margaret Webster will receive “meritorious 
Service awards" from the Shakespeare Club of New York on April 230eeTheatre A 
Which hes been in the award business since 1926, picked The Member of the Wedding « 
best pley of the current seasans..Sidriey Blackmer’s trophy, won. at the po 
Perry awards for his performance in Come Back, Little Sheba, is inscribed for his work 
in South Pacific. Eight of the other “Tony” awards were to the musical, and the en- 
graver was in a rut...\/inchell don't think the Drama Critics Circle is ble to fight 
its way out of the by-lawse Mmotti, author amd director of the prize winning The 
Consul, is a citizen of Italy, not an American, insists Winchell.»«Victory of The 
Member of the Wedding will.insure it e run through the summer, predicts Morehouse, 
WT&SeeeBillboard printed coupon seeking summer addresses of players, so all can vote 
for Donaldson Awardee 


Shows are reted as to new the y erities liked them, not if ‘they think they will be . 
hitse "“So-So" means the critic: did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating everinge Photostats of reviews mey be {een iene at 25 
cents each to subscribers, 50 cents oneh to others... 


20 NY Herald Tribune :....120 Women's Wear Daily 22. Commonweal 

3e NY News Daily iorker - Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. Wall Street 24% Chr .Scialionitor 
Se NY Compass: (Star, pu) 15. Journal of Commerce SateRevelite 
NY Post George Jean Nathen .-.. Newsweek™ 
7¢ NY Sun (Morehouse)... Morning Telegraph Time 

8. NY Journel American ~ 18. Variety 28. Nation. . 

9e NY World Telegram & Sun 19. Billboerd . New Republic 
10. Brooklyn Fagle 30. New Yorker 


Arms and the Girl-46th Street ‘Raton 2/2/50. Prot 3- ~A=5eL0s11-22=14-15-17-19- 
23-24=306 Gon! So-Sos 


As You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Pros 


and Prot 26 votese. “Gons 58-13. 
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Clutterbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49. Pros -15 917-1992 


The Cocktail Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 


Come Back, Little Sheba-Booth, 2/15/50. Pros 


The Consul-Barrymore 3/15/50. Prot 


Death of a Salesman-Morosco,. Pros 28 votes. Cont So-S08 276 
Detective Story-Hw son, 3/23/49. Pros 2-14-1517 
222 3-26-22 7-20. 2 


.. 


The Devil's DisciplesRoyuio, 12/8/49. Pros 1-12-18 +1992 09 


G Gentlemen Prefer plondes-zieefield, 12/8/49. Pros 20 votes» Cont 6-21-28- 
16=22=276 Nones 254 


Greet To Be Alive~.inter 3/23/50. Prot Cons 1-5-7=8- 
10-1lle 14-1 5-23- 4-19- . 


The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. 19 votes. Cont 
_ [Know My Love-shubert, 11/1/49. ‘Prot votes, Gons 

The Innocents=-Playhouse, 2/1/50. Prot 24 votess Cont 

Kiss Me, Kete-Centuryy: 12/31/48. pros 28 votes. Cont 29 


Lost In The sters-Music Box, 10/9/49, Pros 
23-260 Cont 922024825 4-270 


The Member of the 1/5/506 Prot 25 votess 227=30.Cont 16 
Luister 2/13/48. Pros 24 votese Cont 21-24, 50-08 1316-176 


Now I ley lie Down to Sleep*Broadhur st 3/2/50 Prot 
Cont 26. 


South Pecific-Majestic, 4/8/29» Pro. #15 
26=30. Cons Cont 275 So#Sot 230 


Texas Li'l Dari Linger, 11/25/1495. 


‘ 


Where's Chcerley?-St. Jemes, Eros Cons 
The Wisteria Trees-Martin Beck Theatre, 3/29/50» pros 


